
02. Geriatric Individuals Incarcerated

THE EPIDEMIC OF INCARCERATION
01. Scope of the Healthcare Problem

03. Accelerated Aging

People incarcerated face higher burdens of chronic
medical conditions compared to non-incarcerated
communities.

Incarceration is associated with mortality. For every 1
year someone is incarcerated over the age of 55, they
lose 2 years of their life expectancy.

Incarcerated individuals experience accelerated
aging, or “an early onset of aging-related health
conditions.” They have higher prevalences of all
geriatric conditions, compared to non-incarcerated
individuals.
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The percent of incarcerated adults 55 and over has
grown by 280% over the past 20 years.

It costs between $60,000-$70,000 to incarcerate an
older individual, nearly double the $27,000 it costs to
incarcerate a younger individual. 
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 59-year-old
person in

prison  

has mobility impairments
similiar to a non-incarcerated

80-84 year-old

has the functional impairment
of a non-incarcerated 

85+ year-old

has hearing impairments
similiar to a non-incarcerated

85+ year-old 

experiences falls at similiar
rates to a non-incarcerated

70-year-old
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